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1909     so far as it succeeds in protecting the home producer, will fail to bring
Age 66 in revenue, and in so far as it succeeds in bringing in revenue, will fail
to protect the home producer.
That, Sir, is the choice which has to be made, and if to these alternatives
there is to be added another which I decline to believe, the choice between
the maintenance and the abandonment by the House of its ancient
constitutional supremacy over all matters of national finance, I say
there is not a man who sits here beside or behind me to-night who is not
ready to join issue."
m
What Asquith ce declined to believe " on 4th November became
a fact on 30th November, when the Lords rejected the Budget by a
majority of 350 to 75, By taking this action on the second reading
they had cut themselves off from all controversy on details (e.g. on
whether certain parts of the Bill, such as the provision of the valua-
tion machinery required by the land-taxes, might be regarded as
" tacking "), and boldly claimed the right to reject the entire Budget.
Until the summer of this year no one in either party had thought of
such a thing as possible. There was no precedent for it for at least
250 years ; it had been the universal assumption in all parties that
the House of Commons, and that House alone, controlled finance ;
that money grants, as the form of the King's Speech indicated, were
made by " Gentlemen of the House of Commons," the elected
representatives of the people, and that it was beyond the com-
petence of the House of Lords to bring a Government to a standstill
and force a dissolution by holding up its provision for taxation and
expenditure. The rejection of the Budget turned all these con-
stitutional assumptions upside down, and it was plain that if it could
not be resented at once, and prevented in the future, the control of
the Executive through the control of the purse would have passed
from the House of Commons to the House of Lords.
If such a controversy had to be, Asquith with his legal training
and constitutional habit of mind was supremely well equipped to
conduct it, and from 30th November, 1909, when the House of Lords
threw down the challenge, until 10th August, 1911, when it accepted
the Parliament Bill, he was supreme over all rivals. His mastery of
constitutional law and practice, his sense of history, his moderate
yet massive manner of speech, his instinctive dislike of all brawling
$&& vulgarity, enabled him throughout to keep the argument on a
Hgh plane, and to impress the public with its greatness and gravity,
OB 2&d December he set the lists for the appeal to the country by
^^mg the following resolution in the House of Commons ;